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Statement of Belief

Before learning about the true meaning of literacy, if I were to look up the definition in Webster’s Dictionary it would read; the ability to read and write. Having learned more about what literacy truly is, I now know that it has many more layers than just reading and writing. Literacy encompasses reading, writing, listening, speaking, thinking viewing and technology. My content area is high school art. Eight weeks ago, if I were to have been asked, “How will literacy affect your teaching?” I honestly don’t know that I would have had a clear answer. Most likely, I would have jumped to the immediate conclusion that “reading” and “writing” would not have a large impact on art. I have developed an entirely different viewpoint about literacy and the role it will play in my classroom.


McKenna and Robinson have defined content literacy as “the ability to use reading and writing for the acquisition of  new content in a given discipline.” Art is about expression of ideas. Whether it be painting, drawing, sculpting, photography, singing, writing or poetry, the artist is expressing his or her ideas in a form to be shared with others. Using short-shared text and other forms of written material to enhance a student’s understanding of the topic is crucial. There are many types of learners. Some are visual, some kinesthetic, some very analytical, etc… My job as an art teacher is to teach the students to tap into their creative side and use the talents they have been given to express themselves artistically. I will need to use all the tools I can fit in my box to accomplish this. 

One of the most important tools in my toolbox will be discussion. Much research has been done on the benefits of talk in the classroom as related to literacy and understanding. 
Alvermann, Dillon, O’Brien, Mazzoni and Gambrell had this to say, “When teachers and students engage in dialogue to inquire, to explore information and feeling, to develop and test hypotheses, to make connections to self, others and world issues, students can deepen their understanding of new information and ideas and remember this beyond the quiz or test.”

By using discussion in my classroom, I will engage the students in a metacognitive interaction with the goal of stimulating them to think outside the box and use the feelings to create and express themselves.

Some students will require more help than others. By using 
the seven basic steps of scaffolding, as developed by Taylor, Harris, Pearson, and Garcia, I will model the strategies and help students to understand through observation, guided instruction, application and eventually independence. 

The Seven Basic Steps of Scaffolding

1. Pinpoint what kind of scaffolding a student needs.

2. Help the student understand the need for and area of help.

3. Model the process, using strategies, skills, and techniques that the student owns. Students observe and listen.

4. Explain how the strategies support the learning and help students complete the task.

5. Work with students and observe them; guide them as they practice applying the strategy to similar learning tasks, i.e., taking notes, summarizing, solving word problems, long division, self-monitoring, answering questions, and so on.

6. Gradually release more and more of the responsibility for completing the task to the student. This might be completed in 3 or 4 meeting or over 3 to weeks. Respond to the struggling readers’ needs and give them the time they require to gain independence.

7. Invite students tot complete the task independently, apply the strategy, solve the problem. The amount of time a student needs to move to independence varies with the task and the student’s developmental level.

Students are familiar with reading and writing in their other coursework. By using these tools in art class, I will take advantage of the “norms for learning” that the students are accustomed to. Taking into consideration that literacy is about more than just reading and writing, I will also help them to commit the new content to memory by use of visual aids, open forum discussion and sharing what they know with the class.

Meeting Student Needs

It is crucial to spend the time and energy it takes to get to know each individual child and how they learn. This should begin before school starts. As soon as possible, I will obtain my class rosters and begin the process of getting to know my students. First, because I am a visual learner, I will find a school photo of each student and put together student folders. After I’ve placed a face with a name for each student, I will begin the research process. Speaking with former teachers of these students will be my biggest wealth of information. This informal assessment of each child will help to give me insight into how the student learns. What are their interests? What challenges are they facing outside the classroom? What behavioral problems should I know about?

Once I have a fairly good understanding of how each student has performed for his or her former teachers, I will dive a little further and begin to look at their most recent standardized test scores. In particular, I will pay close attention to their scores in Science and Reading Comprehension. Science is important to me because it is so closely related to art. If I know I have a student who excels in science, I will have high expectations of their creative ability right off the bat. A student’s scores in Reading Comprehension will tell me many things. How well can they recall the text? Are they grasping main ideas? Are they getting caught in the details?  These clues will tell me about their level of concentration and what interests them in the text.

Having researched this about each of my students I won’t be entering the first day of school blindly. Although I want to avoid having a preconceived notion about the abilities of each student before getting to know them, I feel it is important to know the best way to approach each student to make a good first impression. I also feel if the students are aware you have taken the time to know something about them, it will go a long way in building a trusting relationship with each child.

After a few days of observing and getting to know each student personally, I will adjust my methods to meet each individual’s needs. If I have a student who it having trouble grasping the new concepts proposed, I will use graphic organizers, trade books and other forms of scaffolding to meet their needs. Assessing each student’s reading level and making sure the level of text readability is in their zone of proximal development is key. 
Lev Vygotsky coined the phrase, “zone of proximal development,” which simply means teaching within the level that the student is capable of learning with teacher support. 


As brought forth by Boomer, Rosenblatt, Short, Burke and Wells, the constructivist model is the teaching style I plan to emulate. Show me, Help me, Let me, are the three building blocks of constructivism. This format will work perfectly for my planned peer critique sessions. These exercises will increase knowledge in the content areas by use of vocabulary, verbal communication and visual stimulation. I will begin by modeling the procedure and spending time with the students each day talking about the artwork in the room. Once I feel they have a grasp on the method, I will help them to interact with me and discuss the concepts and ideas brought forth in our lessons. The goal will be to turn over the process to the students to independently lead class discussion and critique sessions about their work-in-progress. Fortunately, in art, the text driven projects will be paired with visual projects and opportunities to excel in areas beyond reading and writing. I think this will help with confidence and paired with one-on-one help with the short-shared text, each student will have the opportunity to shine.

Professional Development

When approaching a challenge of any kind, I feel one should be as prepared as possible and know the topic frontward and backwards. When you are passionate about your content area, as I am, you are eager to learn as much as you can and stay current with teaching strategies and concepts. Art is about individuality, creativity and expressing yourself. In order for me to convey this message to my students, I will need to stay abreast of new techniques, information, movements and trends. Helping the students to understand they could be trendsetters in the art world will be inspirational. Some of my short-shared text, which I plan to use in class, will be current articles of new techniques and ideas happening in art. This will inspire students to step outside of the mold, think outside the box and try something that hasn’t been done before.

I will work with my administration to attend as many courses and trade conferences as possible. I am not opposed to self-teaching either and this process has worked very well for me in the past. If I want to learn a new technique, I will educate myself on the process and practice until perfect. As a member of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators, and Best of Missouri Hands artist network, I understand the importance of being involved  in trade organizations. I will strive to stay involved in these and other organizations. Networking with other art educators is a crucial part of professional development. I also feel the summer months are a perfect opportunity to expand your knowledge of new information and techniques. It will be exciting to come back to school in August knowing you have fresh, new information to share with the students.

Content Literacy

Most of the visual work to be completed will be done during class time. This will give me the opportunity to give outside projects for homework, which will include learning about past and present artists, movements and history. I will do this with the use of short-shared text on the topic, trade books, films, slide presentations and field trips. I will also use the jigsaw strategy to divide topics into manageable groups. The students will then present what they have learned to the class. This will provide an excellent opportunity to openly discuss these concepts in class. 

Pre-teaching and reviewing vocabulary will be a very large part of the curriculum in my classroom. Most students may never have heard of ideas such as; cubism, post-modern, analogous color schemes, etc… This will give me the opportunity to use graphic organizers and discussion webs to present these new ideas. I plan to have an open peer critique session each Friday. Students will be expected to use terminology learned in class to discuss the works in progress. We will also have opportunities for shows open to the public. At these shows, students will not only display their artwork, but also an artist statement about their techniques and reasoning. We will work on this writing in class and practice using the terminology learned throughout the semester.

Although art does not fit within the state-mandated core classes, I do feel it is my responsibility to help the students make a connection between skills learned in each class and transfer those skills throughout their coursework. Any bit of reading, writing and verbal communication skills we can develop in my classroom will be a benefit throughout the other courses as well.
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