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Unit Plan

Unit Strand
Watercolor – High School – Level 2

Unit Topic
Watercolor Techniques & Application

Unit Rationale


Watercolor instructor Helen Klebesadel fondly refers to watercolors as rich hues that are created by light passing through transparent pigments. Throughout this unit I will instruct students on techniques in using watercolor on paper. They will begin by experimenting with mixing color using the tools of the trade for watercolor. According to Klebesadel, “There are three main approaches to painting in watercolor: layering wash over dry wash, allowing pigments to mix wet into wet, and mixing hues on the palette. Using the same two hues with all three of these methods will teach about the richness and the flexibility of the medium. The color wheel teaches color theory while giving everyone a nice way to start playing with the paint without causing them to worry about their drawing skills.”  Once we have covered the basics of using the tools, mixing colors, effects of layering color on watercolor paper and using contrast, we will explore producing a final piece of artwork using what they have learned about watercolor techniques.

Essential Questions
· How is watercolor different from other forms of painting?

· Why is watercolor thought of as a difficult medium to master?

· What are the main tools needed for watercolor?

· What are the three main techniques of applying paint to paper in watercolor?

· Why does contrast of light and dark add so much dimension to the painting?

Grade Level Expectations

Two-Dimensional Painting

HS Level 2

· Mix tempera / acrylic paints to match observed hues

· Demonstrate the following watercolor techniques: continuous wash, graduated wash

· Apply watercolor to create simulated and invented textures

· Select and use appropriate size and brush type (e.g., natural, synthetic, flat, round, bright, small-large sizes
Elements: Texture

HS Level 2

· Identify and create simulated textures from observation

Elements: Color

HS Level 2

· Identify and use color theory including color intensity and split-complementary color scheme

· Identify and use local color

Elements: Value

HS Level 2

· Identify and use a range of values to create the illusion of complex forms

Elements: Space

HS Level 2

· Identify and use positive and negative space in three-dimensional work

· Identify and use perspective techniques to create the illusion of space (two-point linear perspective, overlapping, and change of size, detail, placement, value, contrast, color)

Principles: Contrast

HS Level 2

· Identify and vary elements in the same work to create contrast (e.g., different values and different textures)

Theme

HS Level 2

· Create an original artwork that communicates ideas through the following themes (e.g., cultural identity, social commentary, ceremony / ritual, myth / legend, reflection / transparency)

Art Criticism

HS Level 2

· Compare and contrast two artworks:

· Describe artwork

· Analyze the use of elements and principles in the work

· Interpret the meaning of the work (subject, theme, symbolism, message communicated) Judge the work from various perspectives

· Showing a real or idealized image of life (imitationalism) Expressing feelings (Emotionalism) Emphasis on elements and principles (formalism) Serving a purpose in the society or culture (functionalism)
Lessons

Lesson 1

Learning from the Masters

In this lesson we will view works by famous watercolorists and discuss the paintings.

GLE

Art Criticism

HS Level 2

· Compare and contrast two artworks:

· Describe artwork

· Analyze the use of elements and principles in the work

· Interpret the meaning of the work (subject, theme, symbolism, message communicated) Judge the work from various perspectives

· Showing a real or idealized image of life (imitationalism) Expressing feelings (Emotionalism) Emphasis on elements and principles (formalism) Serving a purpose in the society or culture (functionalism)
Resources

PowerPoint presentation containing 20-30 examples of watercolors by known artists. These examples will exhibit a range of styles and subject matter.

Steps

On this first day, I want to get the students excited about watercolor and trying a new medium. I will try to spark each student’s interest while casually going through the slides and allowing for open discussion of each painting. The students will not be expected to use the proper watercolor vocabulary at this point. This will be a casual, critique session in which the students express their likes and dislikes, expanding on their reasons why.

Time: 45 minutes

Alternative

If a group participation critique session is not a success. I will allow students time to browse through my library of watercolor artists. I will instruct them to keep in mind what they would like to choose for their subject matter and style for their final project for the unit.

Accommodations

If needed, I will adjust for a visually impaired student by describing in detail what we are viewing and asking for feedback. Gifted students will be encouraged to be mindful of the level of skill needed for each painting we view and to think about a more difficult subject matter for their final painting.
Formative Assessment

I will observe the participation and interaction of each student to be sure they are being inspired in some way for the upcoming lessons.

Lesson 2

Terminology and Tools of Watercolor

In this lesson we will cover the vocabulary and learn about all tools used in watercolor.

GLE

Two-Dimensional Painting

HS Level 2

· Mix tempera / acrylic paints to match observed hues

· Demonstrate the following watercolor techniques: continuous wash, graduated wash

· Apply watercolor to create simulated and invented textures

· Select and use appropriate size and brush type (e.g., natural, synthetic, flat, round, bright, small-large sizes
Resources

8 page short-shared-text illustrating the tools and supplies needed in watercolor. A glossary of terminology, a list of expected knowledge to gain and a prepared quiz. I will provide sample of each tool we are learning about so they can see and hold it in their hands to familiarize themselves with the equipment.

Steps

As a class, we will go over what I expect them to learn from this lesson. The students will then have class time to read over the text and get familiar with the tools. After everyone has read the text, we will discuss the possible uses for all the tools and certain techniques that require the tools. The quiz will be given at the beginning of the next class period

Time: 75 minutes

Alternative

If it is not working to have the class read silently, we will read as a group and discuss the tools as we go along.

Accommodations

If there are any students who have trouble reading or comprehending, I will be available for one on one help. I will also allow for peer tutoring.
Formative Assessment

I will observe the participation and interaction of each student. I will assess that each student has an understanding of the tools required and a base of knowledge to begin the watercolor assignment. The quiz will be given to determine if anyone is lacking in comprehension.

Lesson 3

Techniques of Mixing Colors

In this lesson we will experiment with mixing watercolor in trays and directly on paper so the students can get a feel for the medium and its fluidity.

GLE

Two-Dimensional Painting

HS Level 2

· Mix tempera / acrylic paints to match observed hues

· Demonstrate the following watercolor techniques: continuous wash, graduated wash

· Apply watercolor to create simulated and invented textures

· Select and use appropriate size and brush type (e.g., natural, synthetic, flat, round, bright, small-large sizes
Elements: Color

HS Level 2

· Identify and use color theory including color intensity and split-complementary color scheme

· Identify and use local color

Resources

This lesson will require that each student have a basic set of brushes, a palette with the basic colors needed and a stack of scrap watercolor paper.

Steps

After I have distributed the proper supplies to each student, they will ID their supplies for the remainder of the unit. I will demonstrate mixing techniques for the students and field questions as they arise. The students will then work at their stations experimenting with the different mixing techniques. 

Time: 45 minutes

Alternative

If this project does not take the full 45 minute time period. We will go over clean-up expectations and the students will be given time to browse through books for subject matter ideas.

Accommodations

Students who are unable to perform the work with paintbrushes may be asked to give constructive criticism or look through a book of watercolor styles to get familiar with the different techniques.
Formative Assessment

I will mingle about the room helping the students one on one with mixing color. I will assess their skill level and effort level. A final sample of color mixing techniques will be placed in each students Medium Binder for assessment.
Lesson 4

Create a Watercolor Color Wheel

In this lesson we will create a color wheel using watercolors to practice color mixing techniques and gradient washes.

Elements: Color

HS Level 2

· Identify and use color theory including color intensity and split-complementary color scheme

· Identify and use local color

Resources

This lesson will require that each student have a basic set of brushes, a palette with the basic colors needed and a stack of watercolor paper and a sample color wheel for reference.

Steps

As a class, we will go over the basics of the color wheel as a refresher. I will demonstrate how I would like the color wheel to be created and stress that neatness and presentation is mandatory. The students will then work on their individual color wheels as instructed.

Time: 45 minutes

Alternative

If this project does not take the full 45 minute time period. We will go over clean-up expectations and the students will be given time to browse through books for subject matter ideas.

Accommodations

Students who are unable to perform the work with paintbrushes may be asked to give constructive criticism or look through a book of watercolor styles to get familiar with the different techniques.
Formative Assessment

I will mingle about the room helping the students one on one with their color wheels. I will assess their skill level and effort level. The final color wheel will be placed in each student’s Medium Binder for assessment.
Lesson 5

Working with Texture

In this lesson we will experiment with creating many different textures from nature using watercolors. (i.e., fur, rock, sand, trees, water)

Elements: Texture

HS Level 2

· Identify and create simulated textures from observation

Resources

This lesson will require that each student have a basic set of brushes, a palette with the basic colors needed, a stack of scrap watercolor paper and a selection of sample textures to paint.

Steps

At this point, the students should feel comfortable with the tools and the medium. Now it is time to begin developing skill. We will view samples of watercolors with a lot of texture. This will be in a PowerPoint presentation and shared in books. I will demonstrate a few techniques for achieving popular textures such as; fur, rock, water, grass, etc. The students will then choose three textures to practice, find sample photos to work from and begin painting.

Time: 1.5 hours

Alternative

This project requires a can-do attitude and the willingness to learn a new skill. Practice makes perfect and I will add additional class time if necessary.

Accommodations

Students who are unable to perform the work with paintbrushes, due to a disability, may be asked to give constructive criticism or look through a book of watercolor styles to get familiar with the different techniques.
Formative Assessment

I will mingle about the room helping the students one on one with creating texture. I will assess their skill level and effort level. A final sample of the three chosen textures will be placed in each students Medium Binder for assessment.
Lesson 6

Using Contrast to show three-dimensional qualities

In this lesson we will practice using lights and darks to express dimension and form.

Principles: Contrast

HS Level 2

· Identify and vary elements in the same work to create contrast (e.g., different values and different textures)

Resources

This lesson will require that each student have a basic set of brushes, a palette with the basic colors needed and a stack of scrap watercolor paper.

Steps

As a class, we will browse through a selection of watercolors which demonstrate high contrast between light and dark. We will also look at and discuss the illusion of three-dimensional form on a two-dimensional surface. I will demonstration the techniques of using light and dark to give the illusion of form using basic shapes. Each student will then paint a series of shapes in a monotone color experimenting only with light and dark.

Time: 45 minutes

Alternative

If this project does not take the full 45 minute time period. We will go over clean-up expectations and the students will be given time to browse through books for subject matter ideas.

Accommodations

Students who are unable to perform the work with paintbrushes, due to a disability, may be asked to give constructive criticism or look through a book of watercolor styles to get familiar with the different techniques.
Formative Assessment

I will mingle about the room helping the students one on one with the project. I will assess their skill level and effort level. A final sample of their painted 3-D shapes will be placed in each students Medium Binder for assessment.
Lesson 7

Putting methods to work (choosing a subject matter and sketching)

In this lesson we will choose subject matter and themes for the final painting and sketch ideas on paper.

Theme

HS Level 2

· Create an original artwork that communicates ideas through the following themes (e.g., cultural identity, social commentary, ceremony / ritual, myth / legend, reflection / transparency)

Resources

Multiple sources of imagery such as magazines, books, photographs, etc. will be available for the students to browse through. A piece of sketch paper in the size needed to match the final painting size. A set of drawing pencils and an eraser.

Steps

We will discuss the importance of the subject matter being something that interests the student. The students will have ample class time to browse through book and magazines to choose an image to work from. Each student will need to conference with me individually to discuss their ideas and have their plan approved. Once the plan is approved, sketching may begin. Each final sketch will need to be approved before moving to the next lesson.

Time: 5 hours

Alternative

If a student has an idea for subject matter that cannot be found in the sources I have available, I will discuss with them on a one on one basis, how they plan to attain their imagery. Additional time will be given to develop the sketch if it is obviously needed by the entire class.

Accommodations

Students who are unable to perform the work with paintbrushes, due to a disability, may be asked to give constructive criticism or look through a book of watercolor styles to get familiar with the different techniques. These students may be asked to give a verbal report on what they have learned about watercolor.
Formative Assessment

I will mingle about the room helping the students choose their subject matter. I will work with each student based on their skill level to choose a proper subject matter suitable for their abilities. Students will need approval of the final sketch in order to move on to the next lesson.

Lesson 8

Final sketches applied to watercolor paper

In this lesson we will transfer our final sketches to watercolor paper and prepare the surface for painting.

Theme

HS Level 2

· Create an original artwork that communicates ideas through the following themes (e.g., cultural identity, social commentary, ceremony / ritual, myth / legend, reflection / transparency)

Resources

Each student will need their final sketch, a piece of good watercolor paper, graphite paper, tape and an ink pen.

Steps

I will demonstrate to the students the process of layering the graphite paper underneath their sketch to carefully transfer their painting to the final watercolor paper. Student will then work at their stations to carefully transfer their final drawings.

Time: 1.5 hours

Alternative

If students are having trouble with this method and would prefer to try another technique, I will work with them one on one to learn alternate techniques for transferring their sketches.

Accommodations

Students who are unable to perform the work with paintbrushes, due to a disability, may be asked to give constructive criticism or look through a book of watercolor styles to get familiar with the different techniques. These students may be asked to give a verbal report on what they have learned about watercolor.
Formative Assessment

I will mingle about the room helping the students one on one with their transfer. The final transfer will need to be approved by me before moving on to the next lesson.
Lesson 9

Using techniques to create a final piece of artwork

In this lesson we will use each of the methods and techniques learned in the previous lessons to create a final painting.

Two-Dimensional Painting

HS Level 2

· Mix tempera / acrylic paints to match observed hues

· Demonstrate the following watercolor techniques: continuous wash, graduated wash

· Apply watercolor to create simulated and invented textures

· Select and use appropriate size and brush type (e.g., natural, synthetic, flat, round, bright, small-large sizes
Theme

HS Level 2

· Create an original artwork that communicates ideas through the following themes (e.g., cultural identity, social commentary, ceremony / ritual, myth / legend, reflection / transparency)

Elements: Color

HS Level 2

· Identify and use color theory including color intensity and split-complementary color scheme

· Identify and use local color

Principles: Contrast

HS Level 2

· Identify and vary elements in the same work to create contrast (e.g., different values and different textures)

Elements: Texture

HS Level 2

· Identify and create simulated textures from observation

Elements: Value

HS Level 2

· Identify and use a range of values to create the illusion of complex forms

Elements: Space

HS Level 2

· Identify and use positive and negative space in three-dimensional work

Resources

Each student will need their final sketch on watercolor paper, a set of basic brushes, any additional tools required for their final painting, a palette with the basic colors of paint needed, and adequate working space.

Steps

Students will have learned all they need to know and practiced the techniques needed to complete the final painting. They will be given adequate time to complete their final piece.

Time: 10 hours

Alternative

Faster paced students may choose to do more than one painting. They will choose which will be turned in for a final grade.

Accommodations

Students who are unable to perform the work with paintbrushes, due to a disability, may be asked to give constructive criticism or look through a book of watercolor styles to get familiar with the different techniques. These students may be asked to give a verbal or written report on what they have learned about watercolor.
Formative Assessment

I will work with each student one on one to develop skills and perfect techniques throughout this process.

Summative Assessment

The final painting will serve as the summative assessment.

Lesson 10

Critiquing Artwork (self and others)

In this lesson we will conduct a class critique in  which the students learn to discuss their own work and the works of others using constructive criticism and proper terminology.

Art Criticism

HS Level 2

· Compare and contrast two artworks:

· Describe artwork

· Analyze the use of elements and principles in the work

· Interpret the meaning of the work (subject, theme, symbolism, message communicated) Judge the work from various perspectives

· Showing a real or idealized image of life (imitationalism) Expressing feelings (Emotionalism) Emphasis on elements and principles (formalism) Serving a purpose in the society or culture (functionalism)
Resources

Each student’s final painting in presentation format and an open mind.

Steps

We will conduct an informal and open critiquing session in which I will model the proper techniques of a constructive critique. Each student will be expected to participate.

Time: 45 minutes

Alternative

If students are not participating in the critique, they will be asked to write a one page artist’s statement about their painting detailing why they chose the subject matter and what feelings they are trying to portray.

Accommodations

All students should be able to participate in this open critique session. If a student is struggling but showing effort, a one on one conference to assure they understand the project may be needed.
Assessments

The final assessments have been conducted in lesson 9. This final lesson merely offers a chance to learn from one another. A formative assessment will be active participation.
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