Other Words to Know in Watercolor

Gouache (gwash) 

Concentrated opaque paint used to create an opaque effect with watercolor.

Medium

Material, such as pencil, pen, watercolors, oil paint, pastel, acrylic paint, clay, wood, stone, found objects, etc., used to create art. Plural is Media

Palette 

Tray used by painters for mixing colors of paint

Granulation

When pigment containing sediment dries on the paper to reveal a grainy texture.

Diluting

Weakening the intensity of the color for a more transparent effect.

Transparency

A quality of the paint that allows light to pass through.

Opacity (or opaque)

A quality of the paint that does not allow light to pass through. The opposite of transparent.

Overlaying

The layering or two or more colors to reveal an alternate color effect.

Masking

Covering an area of the painting with tape, masking liquid, etc. to leave white space on the paper when paint passes over it.

